Abstract: This paper describes comparative experiment on corrugated steel pipe culverts with different stiffness. The two culverts both with 1.2m span and 4m backfill height but with different corrugation pattern and plate thickness were constructed side by side. Displacement, strain and soil pressure at critical points were tested during construction. Two-dimensional (2D) finite element (FE) models were established and the computed values were compared with measured values to verify the effectiveness of FE models and the reasonability of the test. The study shows that the deformation trend is the same but the deformations of the flexible pipe were much larger. Only after the backfill finished and the soil-structure bear the load together the FE simulation could basically reflect the stress state of the structure due to the nonlinearity of soil and the complexity of soil-structure interaction. The larger deformation of the flexible pipe makes the soil-structure interaction obvious, which reduces the pressure of backfill soil on the structure. Therefore realities should be considered when choosing corrugation pattern and thickness of corrugated plates to optimize design and save construction cost.
INTRODUCTION
Flexible metal types of culverts are getting more and more popular in recent years because they are more economical and have shorter construction periods compared to traditional bridges and culverts [1] . However, since the soil and structure properties have a great influence on deflection, stress and earth pressure, the stress state of the structures are difficult to be accurately predicted during and after construction. Therefore, many tests and finite element (FE) comparative studies have been conducted to investigate the behavior of such structure.
K.M.El-Sawy used three-dimensional (3D) FE to analyses two existing soil-steel culverts. By comparing with the measured data and theoretical (3D FE) results, he stated that the results of the 3D FE analyses for the thrusts compared well with the experimentally measured ones with differences less than 30%. The FE results for bending moments showed less agreement which may be due to the sensitivity of the bending moments to the accurate modeling of the properties of the soil material [2] . B. Kunecki conducted a static test on a corrugated steel culvert in the laboratory to measure its strain, displacement and earth pressure. He compared the data with FE model analyses to obtain the results that the measured and computed displacements were in a close agreement, but the axial stresses were less agreement with the values measured, being significantly higher [3] . Shad Sargand conducted field test on a 6.4m diameter corrugated steel pipe culvert which was erected and buried under a 22.9m highway embankment in Ohio. The field performance of the culvert was monitored by measuring the earth pressure distribution around the pipe, as well as the deflections of the pipe culvert during and after construction. The study also included comparing measured field performance with numerical predictions given by the FE computer program CANDE-89. Field measurements and observations suggest that positive soil arching may have been induced by a combination of ring compression (bending) and circumferential shortening experienced by the steel pipe [4] . Kyong Y. Yeau presented the results of field performance tests of 39 in-service corrugated steel highway culverts in Ohio. Static and dynamic load tests were conducted by driving heavy trucks across the culverts. The results showed that culvert deflections decreased nonlinearly with increasing soil backfill height. Maximum deflections measured during dynamic truck loading were approximately 10-30% less than corresponding maximum deflections for static truck loading [5] . L. Korusiewicz investigated the behavior of steel box-type culvert during backfill with full-scale tests. The results showed that measured displacements and stresses were approximately equal about the culvert symmetry axis, the degree of that symmetry being higher as the soil depth rises. The obtained experimental results were compared with the structure response computed using the FE model. The adopted FE model proved to be incapable of determining displacements and internal forces in the culvert at the initial stages of backfilling since it took no account of soil compacting forces [6] . Z. MAŃKO tested a single-span road bridge made from Super Cor corrugated steel plates, with 12.315m span. The average values of the displacements and strains measured in the selected elements of the steel shell structure were much lower than the ones calculated for the same load by FE model [7] . R. W. I. Brachman tested a deep-corrugated steel culverts with a bottom span of 10 m, an inside rise of 2.4m, and a width of 6m. Comparisons are made between the two sets of calculations and measured values of displacement and circumferential strain, moment and thrust are calculated from measured strain. The corrugated analysis provided calculated values much closer to those that were measured, whereas values from the orthotropic analysis erred by much greater amounts, particularly in the vicinity of loading points in which the orthotropic analysis cannot model local effects [8] . Z. J. Feng presented a laboratory model test of a corrugated steel pipe culvert with 1m radius during backfilling, which testified that the deformation laws of circumferential tension or compression at wave crest or wave trough are consistent, no matter the test points are in or outside the corrugated steel pipe culvert. The earth pressure on the culvert crown can be defined as the design parameter for the culvert with high filling [9] . Kyong Y. Yeau investigated through numerical simulations using the established modeling properties. Summarized that deflections predicted from the two-dimensional analyses were larger than the deflections measured in the field. The experimental and calculated thrust forces were similar. Deflections and thrust forces predicted from the three-dimensional analysis were similar to the experimental results. The critical factors affecting the response of the culverts include cover depth, culvert size, metal thickness, and elastic modulus and other properties of backfill soil [10] .
From the above papers of tests on corrugated steel pipe culverts, we can know that most of them focus on comparative test and FEM analysis of a certain test or some field projects. Many tested results have been compared with calculated results and different conclusions have been drawn after analyzing. But the comparative study on corrugated steel pipe culverts with different stiffness has not been conducted. In this paper, two culverts both with 1.2m span and 4m backfill height but with different corrugation pattern and plate thickness are selected for comparative test and FEM analysis. The displacement, strain and earth pressure of the two pipes in the critical points are tested during construction. By analyzing and comparing the measured data with the FEM results, some general regulations in the deformation, internal forces and earth pressure distribution of the corrugated steel pipe culverts with different stiffness are obtained. The study shows that the deformations of the flexible pipe were much larger which makes the soilstructure interaction obvious. It reduces the pressure of backfill soil on the structure. Therefore, realities should be considered when choosing corrugation pattern and thickness of corrugated plates to optimize design and save construction cost.
DESCRIPTION OF THE COMPARATIVE TEST
As is shown in Fig. (1) , two pipes with different stiffness are located in a foundation pit with the form of 6.5m long and 7.2m wide. The two pipes both with 1.2m diameter have the distance of 2.4m from each other and 1.2m far from the edge of the foundation pit. The two pipes both have 4m backfill soil height and are 6.5m long. As is shown in Fig. (2) , a slope with the rate of 1:1.25 is filling above a brick retaining wall which is constructed on the left side of the pipes. On the other side of pipes, a natural vertical slope is used to restrain the backfill soil. The pipes are blocked by the end wall. The test sections are selected at 1.5m far from the end wall (located at the maximum backfill height). The pipe with larger relatively rigidity (the following is called relatively rigid pipe) is assembled by corrugated steel plate with sinusoidal corrugations (pitch P and depth D is 200mm×55mm) and the plate thickness t is 3.5mm. As for the pipe with smaller rigidity (the following is called flexible pipe), which is a spiral pipe with sinusoidal corrugations (pitch P and depth D is 125×25mm) and the plate thickness t is 1.6mm. The base steel of the two pipes is Grade Q235 with yield stress of 235 MPa. 
ARRANGEMENT OF MEASURING POINTS

Arrangements of Strain Measuring Points
Strain gauges were placed at 8 locations inside the steel culverts. Two gauges were fitted to each location, one at the top and one at the bottom of the corrugation (total 16 strain gauges). Strain gauges had the resistance of 120 Ω and factor k equal to 2.20. Fig. (3) shows the geometry of the culverts and the locations of the strain gauges on the test section. Fig. (3) . Arrangements of strain gauges.
Arrangements of Displacement Measuring Points
Displacement measuring points were basically same with shear strain measuring points. As is shown in Fig. (4) , displacement gauges were placed at 7 locations in the test section inside the culverts. Displacement gauges in Number 4 (D4) was fixed on the end wall which was set outside of the culverts to measure the absolute deformation. The other points of displacement gauges (D1-D3, D5-D7) allowed a relative displacement of the culvert to be measured. The actual photo of displacement gauges is shown in Fig. (5) . 
Earth Pressure Cells Arrangement
In order to study the interaction between soil and the structure, the earth pressure cells were installed on both sides and the top of two pipes and also on the same test section. Number 1-4 earth pressure cells were installed on the sides of two pipes to measure the horizontal earth pressure. Number 5-7 earth pressure cells were installed at the crown lever of the pipes to measure the vertical earth pressure. Additionally, number 8-17 earth pressure cells were installed in the soil at the lever with distance of 0.5m, 1.5m and 3m from the crown lever of the pipe. The arrangement of the earth pressure cells is shown in Fig. ( 
BACKFILLING PROCESS AND ARRANGEMENT OF MEASURING ITEMS
From layer 1 to layer 9, each layer has a thickness of 20cm and should be filled symmetrically with required degree of compaction. From the beginning of layer 10, each layer has a thickness of 25cm and should be filled symmetrically with required degree of compaction. For the last layer, the thickness is 40 cm. The total backfill height is 4m and the required degree of compaction should be guaranteed more than 90%. All the layers were backfilled with sand by artificial compaction except the last layer of 40cm was backfilled with clay by mechanical consolidation. The data of strain and displacement should be recorded for every backfill layer. Earth pressure cells were placed at the arrangement positions during the backfilling construction. From the beginning of backfilling, earth pressure cells and displacement gauges should be recorded for every backfill layer.
TEST RESULTS
Test results of the displacement, earth pressure and stress during backfill are listed in Tables 1-5 . 
FE MODEL OF THE STRUCTURE AND COMPARATIVE STUDY
As the longitudinal length of the pipe is much greater than the diameter, the unit length could be simplified as plane strain problems. Two-dimensional plane strain models are used for FE analysis. According to the principle of equivalent bending stiffness, the corrugation profile steel pipe culvert is modeled by the plain plate beam3 elements and the soil by plane82 elements using ANSYS software [12] .
The cross-sectional area and moment of inertia in this article are calculated with simplified method [13] , as is shown in Table 6 . Elastic modulus of the beam element is 2×10 5 MPa and density is 7850kg/m 3 . PLANE82 is a higher order version of the 2-D, four-node element (PLANE42). The element has plasticity, creep, swelling, stress stiffening, large deflection, and large strain capabilities. Elastic modulus of the plane element is 15MPa and density is 1900kg/m 3 . Angle of internal friction is 30 degree and cohesion is 6.895×10 -6 Mpa.
ANSYS supports three contact types: node-to-node contact, node-to-surface contact, surface-to-surface contact [14] . Contact surface of pipe culvert and soil can be defined as a set of nodes to establish contact. Targe169 and Contac 175 can be used to represent contact and sliding between a node and a surface (or between a line and a surface) in 2-D or 3-D, so it is used to simulate the contact problem between the pipes and the soil. Targe169 is used to simulate the soil in the contact surface which is defined into contact element. Contac 175 is used to simulate the pipe culvert which is defined into target element. FE modeling process in the article shows as follows: 1) Defining the material properties, establishing the geometric model (According to the test pipes, the width soil body should be 3.6m. The backfill height above the crown of the pipes is 4m. Under the two pipes the cushion layer with the thick of 0.3m is considered. So the whole soil body should be 5.5m high.
2) Meshing the different elements.
3) Establishing the contact, generating the contact elements, and setting the contact real constants. 4) Applying constraints, transversal displacement constraint for both of the sides of soil body and vertical displacement constraint for the bottom of the soil body. 5) Defining the solving options, and starts to solve.
The FE model and the numerical deformation results of the two pipes under 1m backfill height is shown in Fig. (7) . 
Comparative of Deformation
The measured value of the crown, middle and bottom of the pipe were chosen to be compared with the FEM computed results. The negative values in Figs. (8 and 9) indicate the displacement direction of measurement points is outward, while the positive values indicate the displacement direction of measurement points is inward. Displacements comparison at crown of the pipe (D1) and the middle of the pipe (D6) are shown in Fig. (8) . Fig. (8) . Displacement comparison at crown of the pipe (D1) and the middle of the pipe (D6).
As is seen in Fig. (8) , the crown of the pipes move upward first, and then the upward values decrease gradually until the pipes turn to deflection when the backfill covers over the crown of the pipe. When the backfill height is 100 cm (almost arrives the crown of the pipe), the measured values for relatively rigid pipe is -0.159mm, the maximum upwards value. At the same time, the measured crown value for flexible pipe reaches a maximum -1.08mm, 6.8 times larger than the relatively rigid pipe. For the point at the middle of the pipe, before the backfill covers the crown, the deformation of two pipes move inward gradually with the backfill height increases. After the backfill covers over the crown, the pipes began to move upwards.
The trends of the computed and measured values for both relatively rigid pipe and flexible pipe are basically the same. The values computed by FE model show an agreement with the measured values for the relatively rigid pipe. But for the flexible pipe, the measured values are much greater than the computed one. The reason is when the backfill height arrives 205cm, because of using clay for backfill and using machine to compaction, the bottom of the pipe has a sudden subsidence due to the nonlinear deformation of the soil. Therefore, it is hard to simulate the nonlinear large deformation of soil by the FE model. Displacement comparison at the bottom of the pipe (D4) is shown in Fig. (9) . As is seen in Fig. (9) , when the backfill height reached 205cm, a larger settlement emerges at the bottom of the pipe influenced by using clay for backfill as well as using scraper and compaction machine for construction. The measured displacement for flexible pipe is larger than that of the relatively rigid one before backfill height 430mm and afterwards, the displacements of flexible pipe start to move upward. This is because the measuring point is located near the end of the pipe and the pipe has a trend of tilting upward in axial direction.
The computed settlement of relatively rigid pipe is greater than the values of flexible pipe. The trends of the computed and measured values for relatively rigid pipe are basically the same. For flexible pipe, the computed and measured values have a larger difference. Except for the above reason that the FE model could not accurately simulate the nonlinear behavior of soil, neither could the 2D FE model simulate the deformation difference in different location along the axial direction in corrugated steel pipe culverts.
According to "Specification for Design and Construction of Corrugated Steel Pipe and Plate for Highway Bridges and Culverts (DB 15/T 654-2013) [15] ", the deformation of relatively rigid pipe is not more than 3%. And the deformation of flexible pipe is not more than 5%. In this paper, the tested largest deformation of relatively rigid pipe is 0.25%,and the largest deformation of flexible pipe is 0.42%, which are much less than standard requirements.
Comparative of Stress
The stresses in steel structure were calculated based on strains taking into consideration that the elastic modulus of steel is 206GPa. The measured values for layer 2,6,11 and 22 were chosen to be compared with the FEM computed values. Stress comparison is presented in Figs. (10 and 11) . The negative values mean compression while the positive values mean tension.
As is shown in Figs. (10 and 11) , the measured stresses at the crown of two pipes turn from positive to negative with increasing of backfill, which indicates that the stress at the crown of the pipes turn from tension to compression. Later, the crown compressive stresses measured in two pipes increase with the increasing of backfill. The measured values in the middle of two pipes are positive, which means that the locations of the points are in tension. The measured values at the bottom of the flexible pipe are smaller than the values in relatively rigid one during the initial backfilling. As the backfill height is increasing, the larger displacement in flexible pipe contributes to greater stress values in flexible pipe than the values in relatively rigid pipe.
On the analysis of the deformation result of above section, the deformation of flexible pipe is much greater than the relatively rigid pipe. But it is precisely because of the large deformation of flexible pipe, the soil arch effect is obvious. So the difference of the maximum stress between the flexible one and the relatively rigid one is not so much. The distribution of stress calculated by FE model is symmetrical since the model is single pipe under symmetrical backfill. But actually there are effects between the two pipes which are located side by side. Moreover, FE model can not simulate the nonlinear of soil and combination of soil and structure. At the beginning of the backfill stage, due to the nonlinear of soil and structure-soil interaction is complex, the difference of computed values and measured values is obvious. But with the increase of filling height, soil and structure combines closely. After they bearing load jointly, the calculated values and measured values is gradually approaching the same.
Comparative of Earth Pressure
The measured vertical earth pressure values of the crown, middle of the pipes were chosen to be compared with the values computed by FE models and the soil column method (σ v = γH). Vertical earth pressure comparison at the crown of the pipes (Number 5, 7 earth pressure measuring points) is shown in Fig. (12) . When the backfill height is below 380 cm, measured earth pressures of flexible pipes are larger than the values of soil column method. As the increasing of backfill, the upper load of the flexible pipe is dispersed because of the forming of soil arching. The measured values of flexible pipe are less than the soil column method. Relatively rigid pipe owns larger stiffness and smaller deformation at the crown, so the soil arching could not form to share the upper load. As a result, the earth pressures of relatively rigid pipe are larger than values acquired by soil column method.
Horizontal earth pressure comparison in the middle of the pipes were chosen to be compared with the values computed by FE models and the soil column method (σ H = KγH , K = 1 -sinφ). Horizontal earth pressure comparison at the crown of the pipes (Number 2, 4 earth pressure measuring points) is shown in Fig. (13) .
It can be seen from Fig. (13) that the measured and computed values of flexible pipe are larger than the values of relatively rigid pipe. As for relatively rigid pipe, the measured values are basically the same with the values calculated by soil column method, while the computed values are greater. As for flexible pipe, the measured values are in a close agreement with the values calculated by soil column method when the backfill height is below 280 cm. Then with the increasing of backfill, the measured values are greater than the values of soil column method due to the transverse deformation of the pipe, while the computed values are greater than that of the measured and soil column method ones. After the finishing of backfill, the measured value of relatively rigid pipe is 0.021MPa. The measured value of flexible pipe is 0.029MPa, 1.38 times larger than the relatively rigid one, which reflects the obvious soil and structure interaction. The larger deformation of the flexible pipe makes the interaction of soil and structure obvious, which reduces the vertical pressure of backfill soil on the structure. So the difference of the stress between relatively rigid and flexible pipe after the construction completion is not very big. Therefore during the design, it is supposed to choose the corrugation pattern and thickness of the corrugated plate with a consideration of practical situation in order to optimizing design and saving construction cost.
CONCLUSION
(1) The two culverts were both arched gradually with the increasing of backfill in the beginning. When the soil covered over the crown, the arching deformation began to fall and move to inside of the structure relative to the initial stage. As the backfilling was over, the displacement values of the crown and middle of the flexible pipe were twice of the relatively rigid ones. The stresses in both of the pipes were almost equal when the backfill finished. The crown earth pressure of relatively rigid pipe was 1.87 times than the value of flexible pipe.
(2) At the beginning of the backfill stage, due to the nonlinearity of soil and the complexity of soil-structure interaction, the FE simulation results cannot reflect the stress state of the structure veritably. But with the increase of filling height, soil and structure combine closely. After sharing the upper pressure together, the FEM could basically reflect the stress state of the structure.
(3) The larger deformation of the flexible pipe makes the interaction of soil and structure obvious, which reduces the vertical pressure of backfill soil on the structure. It is supposed to choose the corrugation pattern and thickness of the corrugated plate with a consideration of practical situation in order to optimizing design and saving construction cost.
NOTATIONS
The following symbols are used in this paper: 
